Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.104; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.3.
In the title molecular salt, C 9 H 9 N 2 + ÁC 2 HO 4 À , the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings of the cation is 17.5 (3) and the dihedral angle between the -CO 2 H and -CO 2 groups of the anion is 38.6 (2) . In the crystal, the components interact by way of O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For backgrond to 2-phenylimidazole as a ligand, see: Liu et al. (2008) . For a related 2-phenylimidazolium nitrate structure, see : Zhang et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Liu et al., 2008) . The 2-phenylimidazolium nitrate structure has been reported as a hemihydrate (Zhang et al., 2007) . In this work, we will report the synthesis and crystal structure of the 2-phenylimidazolium hydrogen oxalate, namely, C 11 H 10 N 2 O 4 .
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains one 2-phenylimidazolium cation and one hydrogen oxalate anion ( Fig. 1 ). There are O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen-bonding interactions in the structure (Table I) .
A mixture of 2-phenylimidazole (0.3 mmol), oxalic acid (0.3 mmol) and H 2 O (8 ml) was mixed. After one week, colorless blocks of the title compound were obtained at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms on C and N atoms were positioned geometrically (N-H = 0.86 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å and C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined as riding, with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (carrier). Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of (I), showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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